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Aberdeen - the ideal destination 
for conferences and events 

W
cities, ensuring connectivity with both 
the rest of the UK and further afi eld.

VisitAberdeen was recently formed 
as the Destination Marketing 
Organisation (DMO) for the 
City of Aberdeen, Scotland’s 
‘silver’ city. VisitAberdeen’s 
aim is to promote the city to 
both business and leisure 
sectors. 

The Granite City was listed as one 
of the UK’s top cities for hosting 
international conferences in the 2012 
International Congress and 

Convention Association rankings, 
and it offers a diverse range of sites 
to suit any business meeting 

requirement. 
Aberdeen Exhibition and 

Conference Centre (AECC) 
is a frontrunner in 
excellent conference 

provisions. With an 
in-house committee on hand 

to ensure events are tailored to 
meet expectations, AECC can 
support meetings of all sizes and 
arrangements.

ith the headquarters of 
many multinational 
companies setting up 

home in Aberdeen, not only is it 
Europe’s booming oil and gas 
capital, but it’s also a prime 
location for international commerce 
and one that offers world-class 
business tourism. 

The city centre is seven miles 
from Aberdeen International 
Airport, which links to over 50 
worldwide destinations, including 
major Scandinavian and European 

Contact details:

Peter Medley 
Marketing Director at VisitAberdeen
T: 01224 900495
E: peter.medley@visitaberdeen.com
W: visitaberdeen.com
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VisitAberdeen
www.visitaberdeen.com

”

Aberdeen has so much to offer 
in terms of history, culture and 
attractions and is certainly a 
city on the move. 

VisitAberdeen are a relatively new 

organisation but we aim to create 

awareness of what Aberdeen has 

to offer for both tourists and 

business travellers alike.

CEO of VisitAberdeen, Steve Harris

VisitAberdeen is the Destination 
Marketing Organisation for 
Aberdeen and will be delighted to 
assist in:
• Recommending a suitable 

venue for a conference or event

• Bespoke accommodation 

booking service

• Itinerary suggestions

• Site inspections

• Conference pre-marketing

• Wide variety of activities for 

incentives

“
VisitAberdeen

 /visitabdn

 @visitabdn

ABERDEEN
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Paris

Dublin

Amsterdam

Frankfurt

Stavanger

Bergen

Kristiansund

Aberdeen

Copenhagen

Esbjerg

Aberdeen International 
Airport has excellent 
routes from Europe

London

Destination Time Daily Flights
London (all) 1 hr  35 mins 18

Dublin 1 hr 35 mins 1

Frankfurt 1 hr  55 mins 3 

Copenhagen 1 hr  40 mins 2

Paris 1 hr  55 mins 5 

Amsterdam 1 hr  30 mins 5

Stavanger 1 hr  0 mins 6

Bergen 1 hr  15 mins 1

Kristiansund 1 hr  30 mins 1

Esbjerg 1 hr  20 mins 1

Team Aberdeen
TeamAberdeen puts teamwork at the forefront for meetings and events

aunched in February 2013, 
TeamAberdeen is the 
formation of an integrated 

approach between key industry 
partners: 
•  Aberdeen International Airport
•  Aberdeen City Council
•   Aberdeen Exhibition and 

Conference Centre (AECC)
•   Aberdeen City and Shire Economic 

Future
•  University of Aberdeen
•  Robert Gordon University
•  VisitAberdeen 

The TeamAberdeen approach of 
demonstrating a strong working 
relationship is aimed at helping 
prospective and existing clients 
decide to bring their events to 
Aberdeen. 

The partnership was amply 
demonstrated by the recent win of 
the Routes Europe 2015 conference, 
where the ‘team’ approach featured 
strongly in the organiser’s decision 
to bring their event to the city. 

Team Aberdeen - Ambassadors 
will be launched in September 2013 
and will be a re-launch of the 
previous successful ambassador 
programme run by Aberdeen 
Convention Bureau. 

Team Aberdeen - Ambassadors is 
a partnership between AECC, 
VisitAberdeen, University of 
Aberdeen and Robert Gordon 
University. The partnership will work 

L

together with academics working at 
the two universities to bring 
conferences associated with their 
fi elds of expertise to Aberdeen. 

VisitAberdeen will provide 
support to the Ambassadors, such 
as: 
•    Marketing material promoting the 

destination
•    Meeting with conference 

organisers and preparation of bid 
documents

•    Assistance with expenses for the 
Ambassador to effectively sell 

Aberdeen as the destination for 
their organisation’s conference

•    Site visits for conference            
organisers

•    Creating a conference and social 
programme

•  Pre-marketing of conferences
•      Venue and accommodation 

sourcing and booking. 

TEAM
ABERDEEN

TEAM
ABERDEENambassadors

TEAM
ABERDEEN

ambassadors

TEAM
ABERDEEN

ambassadors

ambassadors

ABERDEEN ABERDEEN
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Aberdeen’s academic venues
Aberdeen has two universities both offering superb meeting facilities

A
berdeen’s two universities 
boast a selection of 
spacious areas that can 

be used for corporate events.
The University of Aberdeen is a 

versatile venue, with several onsite 
spaces to host events. Its 
Elphinstone Hall, a distinguished 
venue built in 1930 is a destination 
of choice for dinner dances, 
exhibitions and large-scale 
meetings. 

In September 2011, the 
University opened its new £57m 
library. The fl agship project of its 
capital investment programme, the 
glass cube will provide a facility 
which matches the University’s 
international academic ambitions.

Providing greater awareness of 
Aberdeen as home to priceless 
historic collections, it shows the 
University of Aberdeen as a 

pioneering institution which is 
increasingly recognised 
internationally as a centre of 
excellence in learning and 
research, while offering a stunning 
setting for small meetings and 
events.

Robert Gordon University (RGU) 
offers modern conference facilities, 
having recently undergone a 
multi-million pound expansion.

RGU is well regarded as a 
modern, forward thinking 
University and was named  best UK 
University for Employment in 2013 
by the Higher Education Statistics 
Authority. This image is fuelled by 
the new £120m Riverside East 
campus development which offers 
state of the art, purpose-built 
facilities. These include lecture 
theatres capable of holding up to 
300 delegates.

Top: University of Aberdeen’s 
King’s College. Above: The 
Elphinstone Hall. Main: 
Riverside East Campus at RGU

MERCURE ABERDEEN ARDOE HOUSE HOTEL & SPA

A Truly Special Place for Unforgettable Events
Exquisite interiors and stunning grounds make for an idyllic setting. Whether it’s for 
a luxurious ball, intimate event, team building, barbeque, meeting or to sample our 
finest cuisine in Blairs Restaurant, our hotel provides the versatility and dedicated 

events team to make every occasion memorable.

Whatever your requirements, please contact our dedicated events team who will be 
delighted to create a bespoke event just for you on

A  U N I Q U E  V E N U E  S E T  I N  3 0  A C R E S  O F 
B R E A T H T A K I N G  C O U N T R Y S I D E

 
01224 860 600 or email: claire.thomson@accor.com

Mercure Aberdeen Ardoe House Hotel & Spa, South Deeside Road (B9077), Blairs, Aberdeen AB12 5YP

mercure.com

ABERDEEN
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W
ith an impressive portfolio 
of castles and stately 
homes all within easy reach 

of the city, the National Trust for 
Scotland welcomes corporate clients 
looking to organise gala dinners, 
drinks receptions, private tours, 
meetings, teambuilding events and 
company BBQs. 

Set in breathtaking locations and 
surrounded by gardens and rolling 
estates, these venues offer an 
accessible, exclusive, and secluded 

alternative to city centre locations, 
often with extensive grounds suitable 
for large-scale marquees.

Only a few minutes’ walk from the 
city centre, and right on the beach 
front, is Aberdeen’s Beach Ballroom, 
a venue which has been foremost in 
the hearts of Aberdonians since it 
fi rst opened its doors in 1929.

Over the years the Beach Ballroom 
has played host to a range of events, 
including royal visits, corporate 
dinner dances, graduation balls, pop 

concerts, fashion shows, exhibitions 
and conferences. The Ballroom can 
accommodate up to 600 guests for 
dinner.

Also within the city centre and 
ideal for smaller meetings and 
dinners is the Gordon Highlanders 
Museum. The museum offers a 
historic and beautiful setting for 
entertaining, fi ne dining and 
conferences. The museum offers the 
fi nest Scottish cuisine served by 
offi cers in regimental dress.

Aberdeen’s unique venues
Aberdeen offers an array of unusual and unique venues for conferences and events

Scotland’s most  
spectacular
corporate venues

a place for corporate entertaining

For more details on our venues, or to arrange a visit, please contact Carol Ross
www.nts.org.uk/corporatevenues     clross@nts.org.uk    0844 493 2539

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410

•	Outstanding	choice	of	castles,	country	houses	 
 and hunting lodges
•	Drinks	receptions,	dinners,	meetings,	team- 
 building events and company BBQ’s

•	Fine	dining	menus	bursting	with	local	flavour	 
 and colour
•	Stunning	locations	-	secluded,	yet	easily	 
 accessible from Aberdeen

Crathes Castle

Fyvie Castle

Drum Castle

House of Dun

Leith Hall

Haddo House

Brodie Castle

Mar Lodge

Castle Fraser

Corporate 168x208_9.13.indd   1 10/09/2013   14:41

ABERDEEN
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Memorable events with AECC
As the Gateway to the Scottish Highlands, Aberdeen is home to the Aberdeen 
Exhibition and Conference Centre (AECC), the North of Scotland’s largest conference 
centre, hosting over 600 events every year and welcoming over 300,000 visitors annually

ocated close to Aberdeen 
city centre, AECC is next to 
the Royal Aberdeen Golf 

Course, overlooking the North Sea 
and the Aberdeen Science and 
Technology Park, home to the world’s 
most advanced research and 
development facilities for the oil, gas 
and renewable energy sectors.  

AECC is home to the biennial 
international show Offshore Europe. 
“The largest oil and gas event 
production in the Eastern 
Hemisphere brought a record 
breaking 63,000 people to the 
four-day show this September, an 
increase of over 25 per cent on the 
2011 event,” says AECC’s MD Brian 
Horsburgh. “A record-breaking 
1,500-plus organisations were 
exhibiting in the six exhibition halls 
which this year covered an expanded 
fl oor space of 27,217sqm, the 
equivalent of eight football pitches.

“Following on this month, over 400 
scientists will arrive for the 17th 
International Workshop on 
Campylobacter, Helicobacter and 
Related Organisms, then Joe 
Bonamassa performs, and the month 
ends with the annual Aberdeen and 
Grampian Chamber of Commerce 
Northern Star Business Awards and 
the Scottish Home Show. In between 
this the centre will host many smaller 
meetings, training events and 
workshops. For meetings big or 
small, AECC really does have the 
spaces for them all,” he adds. 

AECC can accommodate 
conferences of any size, with Plenary 
Room capacity for up to 2,000 

delegates.  AECC offers 7,500sqm of 
purpose-built exhibition space, two 
700-capacity multi-purpose suites, a 
440-capacity auditorium, a 
conference room for 240 and 20 
breakout rooms suitable for 10 - 150 
people. In addition many of the 
centre’s meeting rooms feature 
natural daylight.  The centre also has 
The Northern Light Tower, which is 
the highest viewing point in the city, 
and a great location for receptions.  

The Teams at AECC work with every 
event organiser to make their event a 
success. In-house services include 
catering, event management, AV/IT, 
exhibition, stand-builds and 
marketing, although external 
contractors are also welcome.

The AECC is an ‘AIM Accredited 
Venue’, providing clients with 
tangible evidence of the service 
quality they should expect to receive 
when holding an event at the centre. 

 “Sustainability is important at 
AECC,” says Horsburgh. “Our 
business is all about people, and 
people consume resources and 
create waste.  As members of the 
Green Tourism Business Scheme, 
AECC was awarded Gold Status 
following a recent grading visit and is 
currently working towards ISO 20121 
accreditation. The venue is also 
working toward best practice in 
exhibition industry event 
management as part of the eGuide 
initiative to improve regulations at UK 
event venues.”

For a unique Scottish experience 
and a conference to remember, look 
no further than the AECC. 

L

For further information contact:

Steven Daun
Sales Manager - Associations
T:  01224 330413
E: sdaun@aecc.co.uk
W: aecc.co.uk

ABERDEEN ABERDEEN
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Conference hotel venues 
Aberdeen has a range of hotel venues on offer for conferences and events

berdeen currently has just 
under 4,000 hotel bedrooms 
between three- and fi ve-star 

standard. However, with a buoyant 
market created mainly by a vibrant oil 
industry, Aberdeen has been the 
attention for a number of hotel chains 
deciding to invest in the city. By the 
end of 2014 it is expected that another 
1,200 rooms will be available.

Many of the hotels have extensive 
conference facilities for up to 800 
delegates. These include the fi ve-star 
Marcliffe Hotel, Mercure Ardoe House, 
Marriott and the three Thistle Hotels. 

The Marcliffe and Ardoe House offer 
spas to relax in after a day at a 
conference and are ideal for partners 
to pamper themselves.

Just outside Aberdeen is a host of 
country house hotels - Meldrum 
House Hotel, Banchory Lodge Hotel, 
Raemoir House Hotel, all of which 
offer conference facilities for smaller 
sized meetings.

A

Mecure Aberdeen 
Ardoe House Hotel
and Spa

Aberdeen’s only VisitScotland 5 Star Hotel

A La Carte Menu Breaks 2013
(Excludes Christmas and New Year)

This package includes our full a la carte dinner menu,
bed and full Scottish breakfast for 2 persons

Prices also include VAT
No service charge at The Marcliffe

See our full a la carte menu at www.marcliffe.com/cuisine

Friday - Sunday
Executive room per room per night £265
Deluxe room per room per night £285 
Junior suite per room per night £365

Monday - Thursday
Executive room per room per night £305 
Deluxe room per room per night £335 
Junior suite per room per night £365

Single room DBB rates please ask 

tel: 01224 861000
www.marcliffe.com

email: enquiries@marcliffe.com
North Deeside Road, Pitfodels, Aberdeen AB15 9YA

Have a conference  
and a holiday!

With over 40 venues 
throughout Aberdeen  
City and Shire whether  
you are meeting and  
greeting or wining  
and dining we’ve got  
it covered.

www.aberdeenhotels.org

With over 40 venues 
throughout Aberdeen  
City and Shire whether  
you are meeting and  
greeting or wining  
and dining we’ve got  
it covered.

www.aberdeenhotels.org

ABERDEEN
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The ultimate incentive destination
Why not try Aberdeen and its countryside for an incentive trip?

here else in the world can 
you base yourself in a 
bustling, cosmopolitan city 

and within 30 minutes be on a 
championship golf course, start 
Europe’s largest castle trail or start 
savouring the joys of the ultimate 
whisky trail?

Incentive travellers can stay in a 
castle like Fyvie, complete with 
turrets and spires towering over 
hectares of landscaped grounds and 
steeped in over 800 years of history. 
With a walled garden, loch and 
sculpted parklands, Fyvie’s visitors 
have included Robert the Bruce, 
Edward I and Charles.

The countryside has country sports 
such as shooting and fi shing on tap 

and there are 30 golf courses within 
30 minutes of the city. In the city and 
founded in 1780, Royal Aberdeen is 
the sixth oldest golf club in the world 
and host to the 2014 Scottish open.  
Just up the coastline you can fi nd 
Trump International Golf Links, a 
wonderful and accessible addition to 
the local portfolio.

If it’s food and drink experiences 
you are after, North East Scotland 
isn’t known as Scotland’s larder for 
nothing. Angus beef and seafood are 
just two of the delights to be sampled 
in the growing band of restaurants. 
Then there’s whisky, whether it’s a 
quiet dram before retiring or a full 
blown tour and tasting experience, 
it’s all on your doorstep in Aberdeen.

Case study
Roselle Events recently 
welcomed an incentive group 
of 45 executives and their 
partners from Norway to 
Aberdeen.

A bespoke three-day 
experience included sampling 
the fi nest food, drinks, 
activities, accommodation and 
entertainment the city and 
Shire have to offer. 

From Scottish cooking 
lessons to hill walking, and 
Loch side spa treatments, to 
dining in a castle, they enjoyed 
a VIP experience to remember. 

W

Main image: Trump 
International Golf Links

Hotel choice
Dining options
Cultural excursions & tours
Transportation

Activities
Full design & branding support
Meeting options
Theming & production of events

Spouse programmes
Budget management
On-site support

T. 01224 593 353  |  www.roselleevents.co.ukDESTINATION MANAGEMENT

Fit like =How are you?
Doric, the native language of Aberdeenshire, is not for the faint hearted! 
Roselle DMC Scotland are perfectly situated to provide you with an expert 
service based on our local knowledge and experience to support your event 
in Aberdeen and its surrounding areas

ABERDEEN
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Leisure time in Aberdeen
Aberdeen has much to offer in terms of leisure activities following a conference

he history of Aberdeen has 
always been ‘a tale of two 
cities’ with a new and old 

town. Visitors can get up close and 
personal with famous granite 
architecture such as St Machar’s 
Cathedral, King’s College or Marischal 
College, the second largest granite 
building in the world. 

The ‘Granite City’ is a food lovers 
paradise with almost every delicacy 
on offer from all corners of the globe. 
With a wide range of seafood, Italian 

and Japanese delicacies, the city is 
full of delectable restaurants. Recent 
developments include the arrival of 
Jamie Oliver’s Italian in Union Street, 
Nick Nairn’s cook school and 
Carluccios at Union Square. Partner 
programmes could include a cookery 
lesson with celebrity chef Nick Nairn.

Cultural discoveries are a plenty 
with His Majesty’s Theatre, Aberdeen 
Art Gallery and Aberdeen Maritime 
Museum on offer. 

On the doorstep are the famous 

castle and whisky trails 
complemented by breathtaking views 
of mountains, countryside and the 
sea. For the golfers there are 30 
courses within 30 minutes’ drive of 
Aberdeen to choose from and, of 
course, including Trump International 
Golf Links which opened in July 2012.

If teambuilding forms part of your 
conference programme, then 
Aberdeen has much to offer. From 
climbing through the trees with ‘Go 
Ape’ to off road driving.

T

Only 30 minutes’ drive from Aberdeen, Meldrum House offers you a unique location  
for your next conference.

Your guests will slip into a gentler pace of life – where they can relax, and enjoy your event even more.   
And, as event organiser, you’ll experience personal service that will make your day just as fruitful.

Whilst enjoying your stay, why not take advantage of a game of golf at the exclusive Knight’s course, or  
perhaps a private tour of the local Glen Garioch Distillery or even a special Scottish dinner in our award  
winning restaurant, introduced by our resident piper.  We can tailor your visit to meet your needs.

Combine your business with the pleasure of being at Meldrum House.

The best breakout area in Aberdeen

GRAMPIAN RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR: 2010, 2011, 2012  |  SCOTTISH HOTEL AWARDS: EVENTS AND GOLF HOTEL OF THE YEAR 2013  

Book now on +44 (0)1651 872294 or 
email enquiries@meldrumhouse.com

AA
Vis i t  Scot la nd

X X X X

www.meldrumhouse.com

ABERDEEN
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Case study: Subsea 2013 at AECC
n February 2013 Aberdeen 
Exhibition and Conference 
Centre (AECC) welcomed 

Subsea 2013 to the venue for its ninth 
consecutive year. This two-day 
conference and exhibition has been 
held annually at AECC since 2004, and 
recently committed until 2016.

Subsea UK is the trade body acting 
for the UK subsea industry (consisting 
of over 53,000 employees, worth 
£8.9bn in services and products and 
with over 750 companies), bringing 
together operators, contractors, 
suppliers and people in the industry. 

From a small event of 40 exhibiting 
companies and 200 visitors at the fi rst 
Subsea event at the AECC in 2004, the 
2013 event saw 140 exhibiting 
companies and over 3,700 visitors. It 
also included the Subsea UK 2013 
Business Awards. The sell-out awards 
dinner, which welcomed nearly 850 
guests, included speaker Dr Joe 
MacInnis, noted ocean scientist and 
among the fi rst fi ve people to dive to 
the Titanic.

The phenomenal growth of this 
event not only demonstrates the 
importance of the subsea industry to 
Aberdeen but also the need to provide 
the leading industry operators, 
contractors and professionals in the 
subsea oil and gas arena with a 
platform to do business and learn 
about the subsea sector.

Trish Banks, Operations Manager for 
Subsea UK, said: “Subsea UK holds its 
fl agship conference at the AECC every 
year and we have always found the 

I

venue to be of the highest standards 
and the team great to work with.”

Looking forward to the 10th 
Anniversary, the event has been 
renamed ‘Subsea Expo’ and will take 
place on 5-7 February 2014

Maintaining its place as Europe’s 
largest annual subsea event it is set to 
grow again - attracting over 170 
exhibitors and 4,000 delegates.

Banks added: “As the subsea 
industry continues to be at the 

forefront of development in new 
frontiers, going deeper and further 
than ever before, the sector must keep 
ahead in terms of research and 
development as well as in maintaining 
its market share. The annual Subsea 
conference provides an excellent 
opportunity to explore these 
challenges and to hear the industry 
debate how best to tackle them.”

AECC hosted 17 large exhibitions 
during 2012-13, a 42 per cent increase 
year-on-year. New business has been 
added and existing business, such as 
the Subsea UK event, has been 
assisted to develop and grow. It is 
testament to the skills that AECC has 
that Subsea UK has confi rmed its event 
for the next three years. The AECC is 
looking forward to working with 
Subsea UK in February 2014 to deliver 
a fantastic 10th Anniversary event.

WELL CONNECTED,  
      MEET IN ABERDEEN 

Find out more at thistle.com/letsmeet

across all our hotels

Three Aberdeen Thistle hotels
• Three hotels to choose from and 16 meeting rooms, seating up to 400 theatre style.

• Perfectly located for business, from the airport to Aberdeen town centre.

• Rest easy, with 440 bedrooms for overnight delegates, and leisure facilities. 

New online check-in  
Great news. Now you can book and check-in 
online at all Thistle hotels. So fast track your stay 
and save precious time. 

FREE Wi-Fi included  
An absolute business essential. Stay connected 
with free, unlimited Wi-Fi across all hotels,  
from the lobby to the boardrooms. 

6556 Thistle_Visit Aberdeen_ad_168x208mm HiRes.indd   1 13/09/2013   09:28
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WHETHER YOUR 
EVENT IS FOR 
TWO OR 2,000 
PEOPLE, YOU 
CAN COUNT
ON US!

AECC  AND  ABERDEEN, 
GATEWAY TO THE 
SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS, 
A GREAT COMBINATION 
FOR YOUR NEXT 
CONFERENCE OR EVENT;  
BIG OR SMALL.
For more information, call 
Steve on +44(0)1224 330413, 
or visit us at www.aecc.co.uk

IT’S ALWAYS THE 
PEOPLE WHO MAKE
THE EVENT
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